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SAN JUAN UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Curriculum, Standards, Instructional, and Student Services Board Advisory Committee 

Regular Committee Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

 
SJUSD 
3738 Walnut Avenue 
Carmichael, CA 95608 
(916) 971-7216 
 

Members Present: Edric Cane, Robyn Cox, Tom Greene, Alysha Krumm Heatherly,  Veronica 
Schwalbach, Robert Thacker 

Staff/Guest Present: Melissa Bassanelli, Stacey Hernandez, Nicole Kukral, Donna O’Neil,                  
Cris Petroni, Sandy Rangel, Kristan Schnepp, Shana Walters 

Board Member Present: Mike McKibbin 
Members Absent: Deanna Fernandes, Kimber Rice, Etta Sikich 
Call to Order/Introductions Alysha Krumm Heatherly called the meeting to order with introductions at    

6:35 p.m. 
Visitors Comments:  Royce Williams - No Comment 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
Course Adoption AP World History: 

 Program Specialist, Nicole Kukral, provided the committee with information on the AP World History course and 
materials adoption.  

 The course was the desire of teachers and stakeholders for a 10th grade to provide a full year AP option.  
 For the initial pilot an open invitation was sent out to all sites.  The request was to send a representative to 

participate in the course creation.  The teachers who accepted the invitation where provided a “release day” 
from their site to work collaboratively on writing the course and reviewing the materials.  

 The texts had to be submitted to College Board for vetting.  Staff researched AP World History courses across 
the country.  The textbook recommendation was Ways of the World - this text is widely used throughout the 
country.  

 Six high schools have committed to offering the course with Casa Roble still considering the option.  El Camino is 
exploring the idea of offering it in 2019-20, and Mira Loma does not offer AP courses.  

 Professional learning will be provided during the summer and at least two release days in the fall.  The teachers 
who created the course have also asked for time to meet during the year to share information and lesson plans. 
Additional days can be added as requested if needed by the group. 

 This is a year-long course in which students will investigate the trends, themes and connections that have 
shaped the human world from prehistory to the present.  (Non-AP World History covers a shorter length of 
time).  There are five themes that will be explored:  1) Interactions between humans and the environment,    2) 
Development and interaction of cultures, 3) State building, expansion and conflict, 4) Creation, expansion and 
interaction of economic systems, and 5) Development and transformation of social structures.  

 The course will not encroach on the European History course.  The AP World History course will be taught 
looking through an equity lens and the adoption committee felt this was a better fit for equity instruction.   

 A motion to recommend the course for approval was made by Robyn Cox, seconded by Bob Thacker. Motion 
carried unanimously. 
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Math Implementation Update: 
 Program Specialist, Stacey Hernandez, provided the committee with the 2018 Math Implementation yearly 

update - now in the 3rd year. 
 The district is piloting a K-2 assessment this year that will provide base line data for future assessments.  
 This year there was a slight increase in 9th graders successfully completing IM 1 (C or better). Also, an increase of 

K-2 students at/above grade level on math assessments.  
 Our data for the last three years is fairly flat.  The winter MAP scores show some of the student sub-groups have 

dropped this year.  
 Student listening circles have been conducted with questions around IM 1-3 math asking students what they 

need to be successful.  A K-8 equity math group started at the end of last year and has continued.  “Deep dive” 
meetings focusing on math with all district stakeholders have been held monthly.  Surveys regarding math have 
been conducted by Hanover Research to get more information from staff.  Parent University has been helping 
increase access to resources for parents. 

 This is the 2nd year implementation of Mathematical Modeling course, which is a “bridge course” for students 
between IM 1 and IM 2.   The plan is that eventually this course will not be needed in the future.  

 An SJUSD math pathways document was provided showing the different options open for students in their math 
instruction from middle through high school.  

 Many additional student supports and interventions have been added for 2017-18. These additions are being 
evaluated to see if they are working and should continue.  

 Teachers are asking for job-embedded, site-based PD, more supports for strategies and differentiation, common 
assessments, and more collaboration with peers to help support their instruction. 

 Math mentors/teacher leader pilot started this year.  A request was distributed to all staff asking them to apply 
for the positions, and 50 applications were submitted.  Five mentors were selected for this pilot - their current 
schools are:  Oakview Elementary, Gold River K-8, Arden, Carnegie Middle School and Bella Vista High School. 
The mentors will have demonstration classrooms, facilitate learning walks and lesson studies with teachers, 
facilitate professional learning and work in partnership with SCOE on professional learning.  

 In 2018-19 there will be a math focus in grades 3-5.  A new pilot program will be introduced to sites which is an 
opt-in program.  The pilot is for three years and sites can opt-in anytime during that period.  An information 
meeting was provided for sites who were interested.  Five sites attended the meeting and two sites have 
currently committed. 

 If 9th grade students do not pass IM 1 they have the opportunity to take the class in summer or take the Apex 
learning.  If students do not take advantage of those options they may have to take it in 10th grade. 

 The Jump Start and Math Camp summer programs will be available at many sites and therefore transportation 
for students should not be a problem. 

 
K-2 Early Literacy: 

 Assistant Superintendent, Melissa Bassanelli, Director of Elementary, Cris Petroni, initiative project lead, 
Oakview Principal, Shana Walters, and Skycrest Principal, Sandra Rangel, provided the committee with an 
update on the Early Literacy Initiative.  

 Balanced literacy is the framework used applying three blocks:  “Reading,” “Language and Word Study,” and 
“Writing.”  All blocks are ELD integrated and 30 minutes per day of ELD designated instruction is included in the 
initiative.  The framework is flexible and allows teachers to make changes that work best for their students.  This 
is a tier 1 instruction.  

 Guided reading is a part of one of the blocks, and is an essential component of balanced literacy.  Guided 
reading is all about the students reading, not teachers.  
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 Prior to schools starting, each participating school site has a consultant assigned to that site and the consultant 
meets with the school leadership team to discuss how programs are implemented and what is needed to meet 
the needs of their school site.  

 Sites have been provided an enormous amount of books, both fiction and non-fiction for all levels that support 
the students at their school.  

 The measurable outcomes for this year have been that all K-2 classes increased the percent of students reading 
at/above grade level.  

 Next year we are looking at 5% growth for all and accelerated for low income at 7% growth. 
 Ms. Rangel, principal at Skycrest, and Shana Walters, principal at Oakview, shared the success of the initiative at 

their site. 
 The initiative will expand to include three additional sites next fall, Grand Oaks, Greer and Howe.  The whole 

school must agree to participate, it can’t be done in just a few classrooms.  Also, this can’t be mandated, and 
schools must opt in.  

 
Approval of Minutes: 

 A motion to approve the May 2, 2018 minutes was made by Bob Thacker seconded by Edric Cane.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 

 
Chairperson’s Comments/Committee Business: 

 Alysha shared with the committee that at the last meeting on June 6th she would like to add the committees 
“Agenda Priorities” drafted in 2016-17 to the meeting agenda for review.  In addition, the committee once again 
agreed to have a potluck for the last meeting celebration.  

 
Reports to be Heard: 

 Board Member:  Mike attended a celebration at the State Capitol on Monday and noticed art work on the wall 
by a student at Mira Loma.   

 Staff Member:  
o Kristan shared that on Tuesday, May 15th, the Science Vision Team, which Edric Cane is a part of, held a 

full day working session on developing a vision and clear goals for the K-12 Next Generation Science 
Standards (NGSS) implementation in SJUSD. There was a very balanced group of representation of all 
grade levels, special education and ELD staff. The vision team partnered with a group called, BaySci, the 
group will wordsmith and put a template together of the proposed implementation.   

 Others:  
o Edric volunteered teaching math at the Unschool.  He asked for students who didn’t really like math.  It 

was a great experience and he enjoyed the students.  Edric also shared that there will be a book sale at 
the Carmichael Library next weekend.   

o Robyn shared that she went to Arizona and attended a college reunion (Golden Graduates) at Arizona 
State University.  The university was just voted the most innovative university in the country. One of the 
speakers at the event said the people in the arena of education need to start thinking about another 
model of education and the example she shared was like the Unschool.   

 
Future Agenda Items: 

1. June 
a. Review/Revise the Committee Agenda Priorities 
b. Year Reflection and Celebration 
c. Election of New Chair and Assistant Chair 
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2. 2018-2019  
a. Board Policy Advanced Learning (A) – September 2018 

3. Committee Requests 
a. SPG Update 
b. Special education Discussion  

 
Adjournment: 
The meeting was adjourned by Alysha at 8:33 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Stacey Packard 
Committee Secretary  



San Juan USD 
Board Policy 
Gifted And Talented Student ProgramAdvanced and Accelerated Programs 
 
BP 6172 
Instruction 
 
The governing Board shall provide appropriate instruction for those students certified as 
mentally gifted and talented, as defined by state law.  (Education Code 52200-52212) 
 
The Board believes that all students deserve an education that challenges them to meet their 
fullest potential.  The board shall provide gifted and talented studentsadvanced and accelerated 
students opportunities for learning commensurate with their particular abilities and talents. 
 
(cf.0200 – Goals for the School District) 
(cf. 0460 – Local Control and Accountability Plan) 
(cf. 6000 – Concepts and Roles) 
 
The superintendent or designee may identify students for the district’s Advanced and 
Accelerated programs on the basis of demonstrated or potential intellectual development, 
consistently high achievement levels, academic ability in particular subject area(s), (reading, 
writing, math), and successful practices, (constructive collaboration, gratitude/respect, 
grit/perseverance, and self-discipline). 
 
Programs for gifted and talented students may include special day classes, part-time and cluster 
groupings which shall be planned and organized as an integrated, differentiated learning 
experience within the regular school day.  These programs may be augmented or supplemented 
with other differentiated activities related to the core curriculum using such strategies as 
independent study, acceleration, postsecondary education, and enrichment.  (Education Code 
52206) 
 
Educational opportunities in the district’s Advanced and Accelerated programs may include: 
 

1. Special day classes which are designed to meet specific academic needs of advanced 
learners and are appropriately differentiated from other classes in the same subjects at the 
school. 

2. Part-time groupings, in which students attend classes or seminars that are organized to 
provide advanced or enriched subject matter for a part of the school day. 



3. Independent study supervised by a certificated district employee and offered through 
special tutors or mentors or through enrollment in correspondence courses pursuant to 
Education Code section 51740 and 5 CCR 1633. 

 
(cf. 6158 – Independent Study) 
 

4. Acceleration, in which students are placed in grade levels or classes more advanced than 
those of their chronological age group and are provided special counseling and/or 
instruction outside the regular classroom in order to facilitate their advanced work. 

 
(cf. 5123 – Promotion/Acceleration/Retention) 
 

5. Opportunities to attend classes conducted by a college or community college. 
6. Advanced placement classes, International Baccalaureate program, or honors classes. 
7. Supplemental educational activities which augment students’ regular educational 

programs in their regular classroom and may include the use of advanced materials 
and/or special opportunities from persons other than the regular classroom teacher. 

 
In addition, the district’s programs may support the social and emotional development of 
advanced and accelerated learners in order to promote student engagement in school. 
 
(cf. 5113 – Absences and Excuses) 
(cf. 5147 – Dropout Prevention) 
 
The Board shall determine the most appropriate curricular components for participating students.  
Each participating student’s program shall include an academic component and, as appropriate, 
instruction in basic skills.  (Education Code 52206) 
 
The district’s Advanced and Accelerated programs may be designed to provide articulated 
learning experiences across subjects and grade levels and may meet or exceed common core state 
standards and curriculum frameworks. 
 
(cf. 6011 – Academic Content Standards) 
(cf. 6142.8 – Visual and Performing Arts Education) 
(cf. 6142.7 – Physical Education) 
(cf. 6142.1 – Comprehensive Sexual Health and HIV/AIDS Prevention Instruction) 
 
(cf.6152.1 – Placement in Mathematics Courses) 
(cf. 6142.3 – Science Instruction) 
(cf. 6178 – Vocational Education) 
 
The Superintendent or designee shall ensure the full participation of eligible students regardless 
of their ethnic, cultural, linguistic, or economic background. 



 
The superintendent or designee shall provide all eligible students, including economically 
disadvantaged students, English learners, and students of varying cultural backgrounds, with full 
opportunities to participate in Advanced and Accelerated programs and may provide special 
counseling or services as necessary to help such students succeed in the programs. 
 
(cf. 0410 – Nondiscrimination in District Programs and Activities) 
(cf. 6164.2 – Guidance Services) 
(cf. 6274 – Education for English Language Learners) 
 
Staff development shall be provided to support teachers in understanding the unique learning 
styles and abilities of advanced and accelerated learners  of gifted and talented students in 
understanding the unique learning styles and abilities of these students and in developing 
appropriate instructional strategies. 
 
(cf. 4112.2 – Certification Responsibility for Renewal) 
(cf. 4131 – Staff Development) 
 
The Board shall regularly evaluate the effectiveness of the district’s program in meeting the 
needs of gifted and talented students.  (Education Code 52212) 
As appropriate, the superintendent or designee may involve certificated staff, students, 
parents/guardians, or community members in the planning, implementation, and evaluation of 
the advanced and accelerated learner programs. 
 
(cf.1220 – Citizen Advisory Committees) 
(cf. 6020 – Parent Involvement and Family Engagement) 
 
The Superintendent or designee shall regularly report to the board regarding the progress of 
students enrolled in the district’s advanced and accelerated programs.  Reports may include, but 
are not limited to, student achievement test results, school attendance, and feedback from 
program staff and participants.designate ad district coordinator to be responsible for all aspects 
of the program.  In addition, the Superintendent or designee shall appoint an advisory committee 
to support the needs of the program and to assist in program planning, implementation, and 
evaluation.  The committee shall include the program coordinator, parents/guardians, staff, 
community members, and students as appropriate. 
 
(Education Code 52205, 52212) 
 
Legal Reference: 
 
EDUCATION CODE 
 
48800-48802 Enrollment of gifted students in community college 



 
51740 Instruction by correspondence 
 
51745-51749.3 Independent study programs 
 
52200-52212 Gifted and Talented Pupil Program 
 
76001 Enrollment in community college 
76002 Community college courses 
 
CODE OF REGULATIONS, TITLE 5 
 
1633 Instruction by correspondence 
 
3820-3870 Gifted and Talented Pupil Program 
 
Management Resources: 
 
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION PUBLICATIONS 
 
Recommended Standards for Programs for Gifted and Talented Students, adopted October 2001, 
rev. September 2005 
 
WEB SITES 
 
California Association for the Gifted:  http://www.cagifted.org 
 
California Department of Education:  http://www.cde.ca.gov 
 
National Association for Gifted Children:  http://www.nagc.org 
 
Policy SAN JUAN UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 
Adopted:  May 9, 2006 Carmichael, California 
Revised:  February, 2018 Carmichael, California 



sc:  updated 5/14/2018 2:06 PM 

 

 

 

SAN JUAN UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

TENTATIVE BOARD AGENDA ITEMS 

  2017-2018 

 

 

 

JUNE 12 
Public Hearing: LCAP – D O’Neil 

Public Hearing: LCAP/Visions in Education – D Garrard 

Public Hearing: LCAP/Choices Charter School – D  Garrard 

Public Hearing: Presentation of the 2018-19 Budget – D Stephens 

Interfund Borrowing of Cash – A Stephens 

Course and Materials Adoption (AP World History) [Discussed 5/22/18] – A O’Neil 

San Juan Choices Charter School Salary Increase 2017-2018 [Discussed 5/22/18] – PC/A  Garrard 

Presentation of CSEA Proposal for 2018-2019 Contract Reopeners – D Shoemake 

*CIF Superintendent Designation of Representatives 2018-19 – A Messer 

*Disposal of Surplus Property – A Stephens 

 

JUNE 26 

LCAP [Public Hearing: 6/12/18] – A O’Neil  

LCAP/Visions in Education [Public Hearing: 6/12/18] – A Garrard 

LCAP/Choices Charter School [Public Hearing: 6/12/18] – A Garrard 

Adoption of the 2018-2019 Budget [Public Hearing: 6/12/18] – A Stephens 

CSEA Proposal for 2018-2019 Contract Reopeners [Discussed 6/12/18] – PC Shoemake 

*Consolidated Application, Spring Report 2017-18 – A Calvin 

*Disposal of Surplus Property – A Stephens 
 
 

 

D=discussion; A=action; *=consent; R=report; PC=public comment 

J 

5/22/18 

 


